ECCLESIASTICAL LIFE AND LEARNING    889
see the value of dialectic and yet deplore the use that was
being made of it. With the aid of the New Logic of Aristotle
he gives in his Metalogicon the reasoned view of a sane and
shrewd thinker; if not as brilliant as Abelard, he had the
sounder judgment. He also had considerable experience in
practical affairs. He was for a time in the papal chancery,
and afterwards was secretary first to archbishop Theobald of
Canterbury and then to Becket, before becoming finally
bishop of Chartres. Of all the supporters of Becket he shows
the most temperate judgment, though he was never a trimmer.
He turns his practical experience to good account in his
Polycratieus, where he displays himself as a holder of strong
hierarchical views. The secular power should, he con-
siders, be subject to the spiritual, and he is careful to make
the distinction between a legitimate ruler and a tyrant;
what is surprising in one so little inclined to fanaticism,
is to find him actually advocating tyrannicide, but in
this respect his views were largely coloured by his classical
reading.
John of Salisbury had shown the right direction, and it ^e victory
would have been well if his contemporaries could have fol- °
lowed in his footsteps. But his temperance of judgment
found few imitators. Dialectic was winning the victory over
humanist culture, and was tending to become an end in itself,
and not merely a means to an end. The school of Chartres
was losing its lustre. Then in the last years of the century
the greater works of Aristotle began to come to the schools.
Plato was now completely effaced, and Aristotle was the one
ancient philosopher to be esteemed. But, at the same time,
the trivium continued to hold pride of place in the schools,
and the quadrivium, a proper study of which would have
helped to the understanding of the real Aristotle, was still
ignored. Further, there was a general standardisation in
progress, as of the text and interpretation of the Bible.
These were some of the factors that, acting and reacting upon
one another, brought about the change from the vigorous
but experimental thought of the twelfth century to the
scholasticism of the thirteenth.
We are in a different atmosphere when we turn to
legal studies which were being so actively pursued at Bologna

